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What are Open Educational Resources 
(OER)?
◦ “Open Educational Resources are teaching, learning, and 
research resources that reside in the public domain or have 
been released under an intellectual property license that 
permits their free use and repurposing by others. OER 
include full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks, 
streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, 
materials, or techniques used to support access to 
knowledge.” -- Hewlett Foundation



Includes Materials: 

◦ Textbooks
◦ Course Readings
◦ Articles 
◦ Journals
◦ Course Packs
◦ Quizzes 
◦ Streaming Videos
◦ Any Material that is used for educational purposes
*Most Materials are licensed under Creative Commons



Why Choose OER? 
◦ Rising Costs of Textbooks: Textbooks are prohibitively expensive for some students, especially those 

who rely on grants and student loans to attend college. Studies show that 60% of students have 
not bought a textbook because it is too expensive, and 23% of students routinely forego 
purchasing a required course textbook because of the expense. The cost of books and supplies 
sometimes surpasses the cost of tuition and fees.  

◦ Provides Flexibility in Learning: “Open educational resources give students more flexibility in 
learning, and research shows most students perform as well or better using open educational 
resource course materials compared with students using traditional textbooks.” 
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Educational-Services-and-
Support/Open-Education-Resources

◦ Improve Access: OER materials are free to use and available from day one during your class.  
Students would not have to wait to purchase the material and can take the materials home with 
them after class ends.  This would provide them with access to the learning materials.

Adapted from Collister, Lauren B. OER-Open Educational Resources under a CC-Attribution 4.0

https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Educational-Services-and-Support/Open-Education-Resources


Why Choose OER? 

◦ Save Time: As mentioned before, OER can include things like lesson plans, 
assignments, exams, and in-class activities.  OER materials are created by 
instructors from all over the world and shared with other instructors teaching 
similar topics.  Instead of creating course content all on your own, instructors 
can take advantage of what other instructors have already created and 
spend more time on their personalized lectures, providing feedback or one-
on-one assistance with students. 

◦ Democratize Learning: OER materials are free and available online, which 
means that anyone can access them. By creating and adopting OER, 
students and instructors are able to connect around the world, opening up 
networks of learning and enhancing collaboration opportunities

Adapted from Collister, Lauren B. OER-Open Educational Resources under a CC-Attribution 4.0



How to Use OER

◦ Open content uses free license that grant users permission to:

◦ Retain - Make, own, and control

◦ Reuse - Use the content in a wide range of ways

◦ Revise - Adapt, adjust, customize, or alter the content

◦ Remix - Combine original or revised content with other material to 
create something new

◦ Redistribute - Share copies of the original content, your revisions or 
remixes



How to Use OER

◦Most of OER is licensed through Creative Commons and 
will have the licenses listed on their work.  They will 
indicate what is permitted with the work.  Here is the 
website that lists the different licenses: 

◦https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/

https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/


How to Use OER

https://libguides.gwu.edu/opentextbooks/creative_commons



CC License Builder Tool

◦ If you want to license your work Creative 
Commons also has a license builder tool that 
can be used:

◦https://creativecommons.org/choose/

https://creativecommons.org/choose/


Where to Find OER 

◦OER Repositories are some of the best places to start 
your search:

Digital Public Library of America
MERLOT
OER Commons
Open Stax
Cool4ED.org

https://dp.la/
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://openstax.org/
http://cool4ed.org/


Textbooks

◦BC Campus OpenED
◦OpenStax College
◦Open Suny Textbooks
◦Open Textbook Library
◦Project Gutenberg

https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://openstax.org/subjects
https://textbooks.opensuny.org/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page


Open Courseware and Materials

◦MIT OpenCourseWare
◦Open Course Library
◦OpenCulture
◦Open Learning Initiative
◦Open Yale Courses

https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
http://opencourselibrary.org/
http://www.openculture.com/freeonlinecourses
http://oli.cmu.edu/
https://oyc.yale.edu/


Adopting OER

"Six Steps to OER" by Northwestern Michigan College (NMC) Librarians, used under Creative Commons Attribution 
4.0 International License / Modified text from original by Lesley University Library



Steps to Modify an Open Textbook

◦If you want to modify an Open 
Textbook:

https://open.bccampus.ca/2013/08/21
/6-steps-to-adapting-an-open-
textbook/

https://open.bccampus.ca/2013/08/21/6-steps-to-adapting-an-open-textbook/


Faculty Select

◦ EBSCO Faculty Select is a database that saves time and 
streamlines the search for Open Educational Resources (OER) by 
searching numerous OER platforms. Using a single interface, 
faculty can search for and access quality open textbooks and 
OER. Faculty can also transform their courses with OER and help 
to ease the burden of cost on the students. Once you find the 
materials you are searching for, EBSCO Faculty Select also makes 
it easy to adopt an open textbook or OER for your course. EBSCO 
Faculty Select also enables faculty to search and request high 
quality, library licensed e-books from top academic publishers.



How to use Faculty Select

◦ Faculty Select can be found on two places on our 
Website:

OER Libguide (Search OER Tab) 
https://libguides.deltacollege.edu/oer
Faculty Resources 
https://www.deltacollege.edu/academics/library/facult
y-library-resources

https://libguides.deltacollege.edu/oer
https://www.deltacollege.edu/academics/library/faculty-library-resources


How to use Faculty Select
◦ 1. When accessing the database, it will take you to the home screen with a search box. In the search box, enter 

the subject or topic that you are interested in looking for and then hit enter or click on search.



How to use Faculty Select
◦ 2. After clicking on the search button, the database will show you the results of that search. If you want to refine 

the search more, on the left-hand side of the results page, there are options to refine the search such as limiting 
your search for OER only or Ebooks available for purchase, publication date, subject, publisher, language or 
content provider.



How to use Faculty Select
◦ 3. Once you find an item that you find interesting, click on the title of the item and it will take you to a records page 

for that item. From this page, you can learn more about the item as well as preview the OER item. If it is to your 
satisfaction, you can then adopt the OER item for your class. It will require you to fill out a form and then a course-
friendly link will be provided to you.



How to Use Faculty Select



How to Use Faculty Select



How to Use Faculty Select
◦ 4. If there is an eBook that you would like the library to purchase to have available for your course, again click on 

the title link of the eBook that you are interested in. It will again take you to the item record page where you can 
preview the eBook or request it to be purchased in the library's collection by filling out a request form.



How to Use Faculty Select



How to Use Faculty Select



Questions?



Contact Information

◦Daniel Ng
◦Email: Daniel.ng@deltacollege.edu
◦Office: South Campus at 
◦Mountain House, Rm. 402
◦Phone: (209) 954-5151

mailto:Daniel.ng@deltacollege.edu
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